
2.1 Dunure Description 
  
 Dunure is a small village in the South Ayrshire about five miles south of  Ayr. It is located on 

the coast of the Firth of Clyde with the village benefitting from extensive views of the sea. 

 The village is most notable for its ruined medieval castle in a clifftop setting and its small 
fishing harbour nearby. Small terraces of fishermans cottages, Harbour view and Sea view, 
form the historic core of the village on the south side of the harbour. Paths then lead up to 
Kennedy Park with Dunure Castle perching on the clifftop overlooking the sea. 

 The bulk of the more modern development in the village lies to the east on the hill slope 
above Castle Road. 

 The first buildings in the lower Dunure village were erected in the early nineteenth century, 
not long after improvements to the local harbour in 1811. Kennedy Hall dates from 1881 
and Dunure House from around 1800. Limekilns are a common feature of small harbours 
and Dunure has a fine specimen at the north edge of Kennedy park.  

 John Keppie, a colleague of the renowned Glasgow artist, architect and type designer 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh, rented the house of Mainslea and a small cottage in its back 
garden opposite Dunure Castle for what was known as “The Roaring Camp”, a holiday 
home popular with young women friends of theirs from the Glasgow School of Art. It was 
from this base that Mackintosh set out on a sketching expedition to the abbey of 
Crossraguel, Baltersan and Maybole in 1895.[6] 

 A labyrinth has been constructed in a hollow on the headland overlooked by the castle. The 
Dunure Labyrinth has proved a popular addition to the park. It is looked after by volunteers 
from the village and is open all year.  

 The Ayr coastal path runs from the north down through the village bringing walkers into the 
heart of the village. 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2.2 Asset Audit 
  
 As would be expected in a small village the extent of community and sports assets is very 

limited.  

 The principal assets are the Kennedy Hall a small community hall with stage in the located 
near the harbour and football and play facilities in Kennedy Park. The park provides a 
grass football pitch, with no changing facilities, a multi games area, exercise machines and 
play equipment. There are no indoor sports facilities. 

 A coastal rowing club is based at the harbour. 

 

  Community Assets 

 1. Kennedy Hall 

  Sports Assets 

 2. Kennedy Park football pitch 
 3. Multi games, play and exercise equipment 
 4. Coastal rowing club 

 Descriptions of each asset is set out in the following table 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Assets

Community Assets

Kennedy Hall

Facilities

Availability / costs

Sports Assets

Kennedy Park football

Facilities Grass 11 - a - side football pitch. There are no changing facilities

Availability / costs Free public access

Assets
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Kennedy Park play

Facilities Multi games enclosure , varying ages play equipment and various stand alone 
exercise equipment. The MUGA and play equipment are located along the 
eastern upper edge of the park. The exercise equipment is distributed across 
the northern area of the park.

Availability / costs Free public access

Coastal Rowing Club

Facilities A new boathouse with associated facilities is under construction on the 
harbour side

Availability / costs The rowing club is a members club however it is open for public to join. Boats 
and rowing actives are open to members and guests.

Assets
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