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8.1 Crosshill Description 
  
 Crosshill is one of three weaving villages in North Carrick with Kirkmichael and Straiton. 

The area was first settled by Irish immigrants who employed themselves in the business of 
hand-loom weaving. The village is characterised by the predominance of the single-storey 
weavers cottages mainly lining King Street and Dalhowan Street. The cottages on 
Dalhowan Street form a terrace of grade B listed buildings and the village retains much of 
the original character of the early 19th century. 

 The village  is located 3 miles south east of Maybole in South Ayrshire and lies on a 
staggered crossroads with the four roads leading to Maybole, Kirkmichael Straiton and 
Dailly.  The entry to the village is marked by Crosshill bridge over the Water of Girvan. 

 The current population of the village is approximately 500 people. 

  
 

 Crosshill in 1856  
    Reproduced with the permission  

of the National Library of Scotland 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8.2 Asset Audit 
  
 Crosshill has limited community and sports assets as might be expected in a small village. 

There are however key facilities which enhance the life of the community. The location of 
these is identified on the location plan below. 

 

   

 

  Community Assets 

 1. Community Centre 
 2. Parish Church 

  Sports Assets 

 3. Bowling Club 
 4. Football Park and pavilion 
 5. Bruce Square Park  

 Descriptions of each asset is set out in the following table 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Assets

Community Assets

1. Community 
centre

Facilities The community centre comprises 
- a large hall 
- smaller hall  
- lounge 
- kitchen 
- toilets 
- substantial parking area to front 

Availability / costs The centre is owned by South Ayrshire Council but managed but the Community 
Association. Lettings can be made via the CA with costs variable depending on the 
nature of the user, activity  and space required. 

2. Parish Church

Facilities The church comprises the main worship space and ancillary accommodation 

Availability / costs The church is used solely by the Church of Scotland for Sunday worship. It is 
operated in conjunction with Maybole Parish Church. Not for letting. 

Assets
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Sports Assets

3. Crosshill Bowling 
Club

Facilities The bowling club no longer functions for bowling. The clubhouse provides a lounge 
area which acts as the village pub. 

The club is only open on Wednesday evenings and Friday evenings. It currently 
has no other activities. 

Availability / costs The club is a private club and is not currently used for lettings. The Crosshill 
community centre is in close proximity and is the principal venue for village 
activities. 

4. Public Park 
Milton Street/ 
Thistle pavilion

Facilities Football pitch and changing pavilion.  

Availability / costs The facility is used exclusively by Crosshill Thistle football team. 

Assets
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5. Bruce Square 
Play Park

Facilities Childrens play park 
This has a range of  equipment recently upgraded to provide enhanced play for a 
range of ages 

Availability / costs Open to all users.

Assets
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8.3 Gap analysis 

The extent of community facilities is limited as would be expected in a small village.  There 
are two areas of concern within the community regarding missing facilities. 

.1 Village Pub 

The principal concerns of the local community revolve around the long-term future of the 
village shop and post office and the lack of a village pub. There were two village pubs both 
of which have closed in the last few years leaving the village with no social venue. The 
bowling club opens as a social club but only on Friday nights and is seen as a short term 
solution.  

The longer term ambition for the villagers would be for the re-establishing of possibly a 
combined shop café and village pub. The current economics of such a facility suggests a 
purely commercial enterprise would be marginal. There is therefore an ambition that such a 
facility might be provided as a community owned enterprise.  

The location of such a facility would however be critical. The passing traffic in the village is 
predominantly on the Maybole and daily roads and a location on the script would be 
desirable. The existing community centre is in a peripheral location in the village and would 
not really satisfy the requirements for any new facilities the potential for this development is 
therefore a long term discussion to be developed. 

 .2 All Age play facilities 

 The children's play park provides a good range of play equipment however this primarily 
provides activity for preschool and primary age children. There is a concern that there is a 
lack of active facilities for the earlier teenage children. Some provision of  such as a multi 
games area is seen as a facility which would enhance the village for this age group. There 
is currently really no such age related facilities.  
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