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North Carrick Community  
Benefit Company    

Funding is available for a wide  
range of projects.  

To find out more, please visit  
https://nccbc.org.uk/apply/  
or email admin@nccbc.org.uk. 

 
Please note: all applications must be  

complete with accompanying  
documentation for review,  
they may be deferred if  

not completed.  
 
 

Copies of the newsletter are delivered to 
homes in Maybole and the North Carrick  

villages. If, for any reason, you don’t receive 
a copy please let us know. Extra copies are  

in various outlets in each community. 
 

Next copy deadline: 13th May 2026

Download the latest Newsletter at: www.nccbc.org.uk
North Carrick  

Community Newsletter

www.nccbc.org.uk

The ‘Documents’ section is where you will find  

copies of all of the North Carrick Community  

Newsletters (past and present). This will be  

useful for people who prefer to read online  

or for those who want to send electronic  

copies to friends.

View ALL newsletters online

Your voice matters... 
We would like all communities and individuals  
in North Carrick to get involved with the  
production of this publication. This is YOUR  
newsletter, so please use it to your benefit. 
 
The North Carrick Community Newsletter is produced with  
funding provided by ScottishPower Renewables    
We want to encourage everyone to contribute. We also welcome 
your comments and thoughts on the newsletter as well as any 
ideas on what you would like to see more of (or less). We want 
to ensure the newsletter grows from strength to strength but we 
cannot achieve this without the participation of our readers and 
advertisers. 
   
Please email all articles, stories, photos and comments to  
newsletter@nccbc.org.uk  
Design and advertising: Shona McMahon @  
Evolution Designs Ltd. Email: evolutiondesigns@sky.com 
 

Project development and funding: Stuart Lindsay at: 
stuart@nccbc.org.uk Tel: 07977 115974 
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Reducing Energy 
Costs and Carbon 
Emissions  
 
The new ‘North Carrick – Towards Net Zero’ fund, 
launched by NCCBC just 3 months ago, already has 
two successful applicants with a grant of over £13,000 
going to the Carrick Centre and just under £5,000 
going to Maidens Bowling Club. Both projects involve 
installing solar panels to generate electricity. Together 
they will reduce carbon emissions by an estimated  
11 tonnes each year. That’s equivalent to avoiding 
over 325,000 miles of car travel or planting over  
2,000 trees!  
 
NCCBC’s Development Manager, Stuart Lindsay, 
commented “The carbon saving from these two  
projects alone is equivalent to someone driving 
around the world 13 times! But the Toward Net Zero 
fund doesn't just reduce carbon emissions, it also 
reduces the costs of heating and lighting a building. 
Both Maidens Bowling Club and the Carrick Centre 
will save significant amounts of money every year  
during the lifespan of their solar panels. That in turn 
helps to make these facilities more financially  
sustainable for years to come.  
 
“NCCBC has set up the Toward Net Zero fund as a 
separate fund with a simplified application process. 
This is in line with the company’s ethos and reflects 
the sources of NCCBC’s funding. Any community 
organisation that owns or leases its premises can 
apply for up to £20,000 or 20% of their project costs, 
whichever is less. This is designed to match fund  
contributions that groups should be able to secure 
from the Scottish Government’s Community and 
Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES https://local 
energy.scot/funding/cares-community-buildings-fund/) 
Any group that is looking into reducing their emissions 
and costs should contact both CARES and NCCBC so 
that the two applications can be developed in parallel.  
 
“For smaller projects, costing less than £6,000, where 
a CARES application might not be proportionate, 
groups can apply for up to 50% of the costs.”  
The Carrick Centre sees this as another step towards 
its goal of sustainability by investing in solar panels.  
 
Chair, Marguerite Hunter Blair explained “By  
generating our own electricity and heat we are  
investing in the future of our community through 
improved social and environmental performance  
and delivering real cost savings.  
 
“The Centre is on a journey to become carbon neutral. 
It started over a decade ago with a biomass (wood 
pellet) boiler which heats the building, and the Centre 
now boasts energy efficient lighting, fridges and  

freezers, and the first accredited Community Green 
Transport Hub in the UK!  
 
“Now the Centre is installing photovoltaic solar panels 
on the roof together with battery storage. This should 
slash the energy bills! The panels are funded by the 
Scottish Government’s CARES fund, with a grant of 
£53,107, and topped up by funding of £13,277 from 
North Carrick Community Benefit Company’s Toward 
Net Zero fund.” 

Pictured left to right: Senga Mason NCCBC Director for 
Maybole, Liza Donaldson Trustee of The Carrick Centre, 
Jaqueline Johnson NCCBC Director, Tanina Baronello 
Community Development Manager for the Carrick 
Centre, Max Agnew NCCBC Director, Rev Karlien 
Becker Trustee of the Carrick Centre, Rev Paul Russell 
Trustee of the Carrick Centre.  
 
Avril Cowan, Secretary of Maidens Bowling Club, 
commented, “2026 has got off to a great start for  
our Club! We’ve been able to extend and improve  
the Clubhouse in a project that was part-funded by 
NCCBC. And now we’re installing solar panels with 
funding from CARES and NCCBC.  
 
“In 2023 we fitted a heat pump to generate our  
heating. The new solar panels will further reduce our 
carbon emissions – by another 2.9 tonnes per year.  
“Extending the clubhouse to create a larger area for 
local residents, groups and visitors to utilise the space 
all year round and reducing our running costs with 
renewable energy is helping us to become a hub to 
support community initiatives, increase community 
social connections and provide a fit for purpose 
venue.” 

 

Pictured left to right: Leslie McFadzean NCCBC Director 
for Kirkoswald, John Davidson and Avril Cowan of 
Maidens Bowling Club
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Maybole.org has been a fantastic resource 
for the town since the late 90s when the 
internet was in its relative infancy and at 
one time, was in the top 10 of town  
websites in the world! This is thanks to  
the tremendous work of Rich Pettit who 
originally started the website to connect 
with family when he was researching his 
family tree. David Kiltie discovered the  
website and thought it would be a great 
place to promote the town and its amazing 
heritage. The rest, as they say, is history!  
 
Maybole.org is to this day, a fantastic place 
to find all sorts of fascinating information 
and in some places, acts as a sort of digital 
time capsule. As is the case with all things 
technological, times have changed, and 
things in Maybole have certainly changed 
since maybole.org was launched.  
   
In 2025, some of Maybole’s Community 
Project Funding was used to commission  
a designer to come up with a new Maybole 
website. The new website will eventually 
contain everything from the former site  
and will have a shared events calendar  
that every organisation in the town and  
surrounding villages can use to advertise  
as well as plan events. The idea is that this 
will help prevent events taking place at  
the same time. Sometimes of course,  
this is completely unavoidable, but  
we hope this can be a useful tool.  
   
The new site will also be the place to find 
the minutes of Maybole Community Council 
and information about organisations in  
and around the town. It will be updated 
regularly and will have a search function 
to find things quickly.  

For those of you who are used to the 
former site, we intend to make this  
accessible through the new site until all 
information has been moved over. As you 
can understand, this will be a big task and 
will be carried out solely by volunteers.  
   
Rest assured, we have been in touch with 
Rich Pettit who has helped tremendously 
with this process and has gifted a new 
domain for the site which will be announced 
very soon. Rich will be involved in the  
process going forward.  
   
If there is anything you think should be 
included in the new site, please get in 
touch.   
   
Simon Glendenning  
Secretary  
 
Maybole Community Council  
email: mayboleccsecretary@gmail.com 

Exciting News about Maybole.org 





In collaboration with Thriving 
Communities who fund and  
support people through the theory 
test, NCCBC is proud to pick up 
the cost of 40 hours driving and 
the test and thanks to their  
commitment we celebrate  
another 3 passes. To access  
the programme, you have to go 
through the theory part with 
Thriving Communities when the 
next course opens so keep your 
eyes peeled on Facebook and 
other portals. The current course 
is fully subscribed. The purpose of 
this project is to remove some of 
the barriers that people face  
when trying to undertake further 
education or open career  
opportunities that North Carrick's 
rural nature can hinder.  
 
Well done from all of us  
at NCCBC. Mark Fletcher, 
Chair 

Rachel Harkness, Maybole 
I would just like to give a massive 
thanks to Thriving Communities for 
enabling me to attend the driving 
theory course which helped me 
pass my theory test and NCCBC 
for funding my driving lessons and 
pass my test first time. Being on 
maternity leave, it would have 
been difficult to afford, so I’m very 
grateful to now have a new lease 
of life for my family and do all the 
things we have been unable to do, 
thank you so much! Fantastic 
organisation that can do so much 
for the community. 
 
Helen McDonald, Maybole 
Thank you so much to all at 
Thriving Communities and NCCBC 
for providing the funding for people 
to get the chance to sit their 
Driving Theory and Practical Test, 
it is totally amazing. And also, to 
my driving instructor, Tim Shaw for  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
supporting me and giving me the  
courage to do it too. Passing my 
driving test for me means gaining 
independence and freedom, more 
socialising for the kids and myself, 
making memories with the kids 
and new opportunities. 
 
Evelyn Wood, Kirkoswald 
The block of lessons I received 
thanks to NCCBC has greatly 
reduced the cost of starting my 
driving experience and was greatly 
appreciated. Having access to free 
lessons enabled me to save 
towards the cost of a car and its 
insurance which would have been 
a stretch. Thank you so much.

More Successful Passes
We are celebrating the success of  
more new drivers in North Carrick. 
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Bruce Arts & AR Trail   
Recent funding bids to support community 
engagement and marketing of the Trail  
haven’t been successful. However, Carraig 
Connections, the new Development Trust, is 
actively exploring alternative funding options. 
We remain committed to raising the Trail’s  
profile as a key part of North Carrick’s  
tourism offer.  
 

Carraig Connections & NCCBC’s 
Heritage Enterprise Village Project  
 
The current HEV project ends in March.  
From then on work to develop and  
implement the Enterprise Village concept – 
now known as ‘Bruce’s Web’ – will be  
carried on by Carraig Connections.  
 
Discussions are underway with Cassillis  
Estate about a possible lease of Maybole 
Castle by Carraig Connections. If agreed,  
the Castle could become the hub for  
Bruce’s Web and a major community-led 
tourism asset.  
 
The Kirkoswald Reading Room project has 
received the drawings needed for a Building 
Warrant and is now gathering quotes and 
exploring funding.  
 
Following SCOTO’s ‘Press Pause’ sessions, 
reports have been produced for each 
Community Council area and for North  
Carrick as a whole. A follow-up meeting  
will be arranged to discuss the Tourism 
Framework for Community Led Tourism  
in North Carrick and agree next steps — 

potentially forming a North Carrick Tourism 
Steering Group. The people who participated in 
the Community Press Pause sessions will be 
invited along with other influential players, and 
we hope that local businesses will get involved 
to help to shape how tourism develops in 
future.  
 
 
Minishant Development Team   
Work by Land Use Consultants and ARPL 
Architects is progressing well and is expected 
to lead to a planning application around 
June/July.  
 
 
NCCBC Development   
The extremely positive Impact Assessment of 
NCCBC’s Grant-making and Development 
work that was featured last autumn will be 
highlighted again at NCCBC’s AGM on the 
18th of March.  
 
There was an excellent response to NCCBC’s 
adverts for the new Community Engagement 
Specialist post — over 100 applications were 
received. These were whittled down to a  
‘long-list’ of 11 candidates and then to 4  
candidates who were interviewed in February. 
NCCBC wants to thank everyone who showed 
an interest in this post both locally  
and from further afield.  
 
 
 
Stuart Lindsay  
Development Manager  
February 2026 

NCCBC         UPDATE...
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WE  

COVER  

THE NORTH  

CARRICK  

AREA !!
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We look forward to welcoming you! 
Find us on Facebook @carrick round table

WHAT IS ROUND TABLE?

YES - we are just an average  
group of guys looking to get out of the house once  
or twice a month, do different things and escape  
from the pressures of everyday life!  
 
NO - there is no special criteria. Events are always  
affordable, and you don’t have to make every event.  
 
YES - new members are always welcome. All men  
aged 18-45 can join. Events are midweek too, so  
they don’t clash with family time or other friendships.  

 
YES – we also give back to the community now  
and then and have a great laugh doing it. 

4 

6 

 4   

4 

Why not  
give one of  

our upcoming 
events a go?  

 AGED  

18-44  

AND WANT TO  

TRY COOL STUFF? 

GET IN
 TOUCH -  

we're after new members! 
 

Bored sitting at home 
watching the same old 

rubbish on TV? 

Want to get out more?

Completed Netflix?

Taskmaster • Footgolf • Go Karting  
Comedy Night • Golf Simulator 

Please support our advertisers by using their services



NCCBC is happy to welcome 
Helen Murray Hamilton as its 
Community Engagement 
Specialist. Helen knows North 
Carrick well – and is well known 
herself having been the Principal 
Teacher across 2 primaries, 
Fisherton and Maidens, working 
closely with the Carrick Cluster  
of primary schools. More recently, 
Helen combined supply teaching 
with work in several residential 
care homes for young people. 
Many local people will know her 
through her family business in the 
hospitality and tourism sector.  
 
Helen joins NCCBC’s 
Administrator, Lynne Hyslop, 
becoming only the second person 
to be an NCCBC employee. 
 
The main purpose of the new 
Community Engagement Specialist 
role is to support the work of  
existing community leaders and to 
find ways to help people whose 
voices may not be heard at the 
moment to get involved and help 

shape the future for North Carrick’s 
nine communities. A big focus in 
the early months will be to work 
with Local Panels to help to 
improve the running and  
effectiveness of NCCBC’s 
Community-led Projects Fund, 
which allocates £10,000 to each 
village and £20,000 to Maybole 
each year.  

Co-opted Chair, Mark Fletcher, 
commented, “We had a great 
response to our adverts for  
this new post with over 100  
applications! I’d like to thank  
everyone who showed an  
interest in our work. After sifting 
applications, we were able to  
interview three great candidates.  
 
Helen’s positivity and range of 
skills and experience won through 
– not to mention her enthusiasm!  
 
We’re confident that Helen will 
bring huge energy and that will 
encourage more people in the  
villages, and in Maybole, to get 
involved in making decisions and 
implementing projects. By working 
together we can make our area a 
thriving, resilient place where  
communities work together to build 
social connections, create local 
wealth, and have opportunities for 
everyone to make a difference.” 
 
Helen can be contacted at: 
helen@nccbc.org.uk 
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Welcome on Board, Helen Murray Hamilton! 

The first of the new 
Revenue funding 
grants 
 
NCCBC introduced revenue funding in 2025, and we 
were pleased to be able to support KVR with a grant 
to enable them to employ a new Shop/development 
manager to move the much-loved store and cafe in 
the village hall to sustainability over the next 2 years. 
We wish KVR and Clare every success. Pop in and 
visit, the cafe offers a great choice of catering. When 
you can, shop local and support your store. Quote 
from Caroline Lorimer on behalf of KVR  
 
"Kirkmichael Community Shop and Café are delighted to welcome their new, full-time manager, Clare 
Pieroni to the team. Thank you NCCBC for providing fifty per cent of the funds to make this possible. 
Clare joins us at an exciting time when Kirkmichael Development Trust is in the process of taking on the 
ownership of the hall. Along with the wonderful team of staff and volunteers she is looking forward to 
expanding what is on offer in the Shop and Café and looking at other attractions and catering  
opportunities”. 
 
Funding made possible by funds from Scottish power Renewables via Dersalloch Windfarm. 
Picture of Pat Lorimer NCCBC director for Kirmichael. Clare Pieroni and Jacqui White of KVR.
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Maidens School 
Children Keeping 
the Village Tidy 
 
The whole school was 
involved in a village litter 
pick in early February. A 
wonderful idea for young 
children to see how bad 
litter is and how much 
litter is dropped in their 
village community. A 
chilly day but with  
smiling faces. Many 
thanks to Maidens 
Primary School pupils.
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Some of you may recognise this logo from during 
lockdown as it was voted to be the town’s new logo 
and there were plans for it to be branded all over the 
town. 
  
The logo was created by local artist designer Emily 
Devine (member of our very own constituted group 
The Maybole Makers who meet in the library every 
Thursday afternoon at 2pm -  All Welcome) in 
response to a stranger’s negative comment about  
the town she calls home. 
  
She immediately 
took to her laptop 
when she got 
back home and 
sent the logo to 
South Ayrshire 
Council  
letting them know 
that it was free  
for them to use 
whenever they 
were promoting 
Maybole. 
  
The image was 
then taken on by 
the North Carrick 
Community Benefit Company and became the  
artwork displayed in Goudies (the welcome signs 
over the side door and at the now disused front door). 
Goudies was an amazing transformation of The 
Speakers Club building and it included a cocktail  
bar, pool room, fine dining restaurant and beautiful 
beer garden. At present the building is in use as  
The KA19 Youth Hub and the artwork remains. 
  
Maybole WAS marvellous back in the day and  
thanks to our new bypass and the cash boost of The 
Maybole Regeneration Project, Maybole will be back 
on the map as a place to visit and to be proud of. 
  
Emily is also a member of our very own recently  
constituted group The Maybole Makers who meet in 
the library every Thursday afternoon at 2pm. The 
Maybole Makers have taken on the role of ARTIST  
IN RESIDENCE here in the town, making Maybole 
better, tidier and prettier. They have great plans for 
just generally making Maybole nicer to look at. 
Maybole doesn’t look it’s best right now but things  
are changing as more and more people want to join 
together and make things better. 
  
A recent initiative is Emily’s Poop Patrol In The ‘Bole, 
which comes under the Marvellous Maybole umbrella 

in that picking up litter 
and dog waste does 
indeed make things LOOK 
better and more marvellous.  
  
Seeing rubbish on the ground makes us feel down,  
it affects our mood for the worse and it’s also pretty 
gross. Emily felt the same and simply went out  
with a bucket and cleaned her street and the park  
closest to her house. After two hours of deep squats, 
she also got a free workout as well as the satisfaction 
of looking around a nicer place to be. She found it 
therapeutic in the same way that cleaning and tidying 
at home made her feel. She was also delighted to 
find that after posting it online, she garnered 14  
likeminded Maybole dwellers who wanted to help  
her. She gave each one a branded hi-vis vest and a 
sticker for their bucket and created a Whatsapp chat 
so that people could go out whenever they wanted 
and others could join them if they were free.  
(If you want to join too, just text Emily directly  
on the number below). 
  
She’s also planning how to make our bin situation 
better. The current scenario means that you have  
to be a certain height to use the large metal bins  
with the top hinged lid PLUS you need two hands 
free, one to open it and one to put your rubbish in 
(and one to hold your dog’s leash/your bag/your 
child's hand) so it is not the best set up. There aren’t 
bins where there need to be. Lamp post bins are  
non existent here and often you have to walk a fair 
distance with a full poop bag before you can dispose 
of it. Sponsored bins run by individuals have worked 
in other communities and we are going to give it a try. 
We have our work cut out, but as Emily likes to say, 
“No problems, only solutions.” and we can but try. 
  
The Marvellous Maybole logo is FREE TO USE for 
anyone wishing to promote our friendly little town and 
if you want any merchandising advice, please 
Whatsapp Emily on 07477 262 669. 
  
The Maybole Makers is an open community group 
who meet every Thursday at 2pm at Maybole Library. 
You can find them on Facebook and Instagram 
@maybolemakers or just drop in and join in. You 
don’t have to be an artist, just someone who likes to 
have a go at things so don’t be shy. It’s a friendly 
group of creative and positive people. All welcome. 

Marvellous Maybole
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and

Merkland Farm 
Kirkoswald 

Maybole 
KA19 8HP

Pet Food Co. 
27 High Street 

Maybole 
KA19 7AB

Pop in to our FARM SHOP  
in KIRKOSWALD or our  
PET SHOP in MAYBOLE 
and browse our products  
 
• WE CAN ALSO DELIVER  
  TO YOUR DOOR !!

We have a vast range in stock at both outlets  
for all Pet Supplies, Compost, Heating Fuel etc.

   Tel. 01655 760322          Tel. 01655 884228

www.merklandfeeds.co.uk

01655 500095 38 High Street, Maybole KA19 7BZ   
Card payments accepted: in-store & on deliveries

Scan here for menu

Loads of dishes  

on offer ...

Munchy Boxes

Get your napkins ready for the dirtiest tastiest 
food in Maybole…

Dirty    
  Fries

Breakfast
NachosLoaded Pizzas

Desserts Smash Burgers and  more!
WE ARE OPEN  10am - 9pm

Please support our advertisers by using their services



Easter  
Word Search

Answers on page 23

14 ... North Carrick Community News
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01655 728220

Is your computer or laptop  
suffering from a software  

or hardware problem?

We provide IT help to domestic & small business  
customers throughout North Carrick

www.carrickcrs.co.uk Find us on the High Street 
MAYBOLE KA19 7AB

JOHN’S KITCHEN
on the High Street

We offer a full menu  
with Starters, Mains,  
Desserts & Kids Menu

Snack menu includes:  
Filled Rolls, Burgers,  
Munchie Boxes, Baked  
Potatoes, Toasties  
and more!

We are open  
10am - 8pm  
6 days a week  
(closed Wednesday) 07825 753057

We also offer 
 catering  
services

Sit in,  
Takeaway & 

Home delivery  
available

  SECURE DOG FIELD

www.poocheeplay.co.uk   t. 07557 792 310 
Cargilston, Maybole, KA19 8DF

Explore  
our safe  
dog park for  
adventure, 
playtime & 
even some 
training

FR
EE

D
O

M
, F

U
N 

&
  F

RE
SH

 A
IR

• Agility jumps  
• Wooded area  
• Tasty dog treats 

LLeett  tthheemm  bbuurrnn    
ooffff  eenneerrggyy  oonn    

oouurr  aaggiilliittyy  jjuummppss

plenty of poo 
bags on hand

EASY  

TO BOO
K  

ONLINE

http://www.poocheeplay.co.uk


Champion Charlie raises 
money for the Hospice  
Enterprising 7-year-old Charlie Frew had the 
great idea in October to organise a sale of all his 
unwanted toys in the McCosh Hall, Kirkmichael. 
He raised the magnificent sum of £1,310 which 
was spilt between Ayrshire Hospice and Robin 
House, the Children’s Hospice in Loch Lomond. 
Well done Charlie! You are an amazing boy!

The Buck Café  
 
NCCBC Director for Straiton, Henry Anderson, presented a  
symbolic cheque noting NCCBC’s support for the purchase 
of the café by the Community. Receiving the cheque on 
behalf of the Village Co-operative, Iain Beaton, commented, 
“With funding from NCCBC alongside funding from the 
Scottish Land Fund, we’ve been able to buy and improve 
the Buck. We are happy with the way the project is going.  
It has brought a new business into the village, youngsters 
are getting part-time employment, and the Café is well  
used by people in the village and by visitors.” 

 

Copies of the North Carrick Community Newsletter are available 
throughout many North Carrick venues, if you need to  

pick one up, your main outlets are: 
 

Crosshill: Village Shop.  Kirkmichael: Village Shop.    
Straiton: Village Shop.   Minishant: Minishant Stores.   

Maidens: Little K’s Kitchen, Ropes Bistro.  Maybole: The Carrick 
Centre, Library, Co-op, Spar.  Kirkoswald: Souters.   

Turnberry:  Balkenna Tearoom, Dowhill Farm Shop, Turnberry 
Holiday Park.  Dunure/Fisherton: The Anchorage,  

Harbourside Coffee Shop, Aruna Arts & Gifts.
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HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 
Hair • Nails • Make up • Waxing

16 School Vennel  
Maybole 
KA19 7DQ  
01655 882988 
lmcvittie86@googlemail.com

07418 609 840  or  info@centralbarkayrshire.com

Mure Place l Minishant l KA19 8ES

Private Dog Walking Park

www.centralbarkayrshire.com

Book your slot 
& have the whole  

place to yourselves!

Kirkmichael Women’s Group  
 
This group has had a wide programme of general interest or active 
events in the area. Our highlight is always the Annual Village Quiz in 
January. There was an excellent turn out this year again. Our charity  
was Carrick Resilience group and a fantastic sum of £650 was  
presented to the group. This took place at the February meeting when 
the group told of their work in the community.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
10th March – Kirkmichael Women’s group joins with the History  
group to arrange a presentation by James Brown on the Kennedy’s  
of Kirkmichael House. This a special event at 7.30 pm in McCosh Hall.  
 
18th April – 2.00pm. A visit to Alloway Tunnel with dramatisation with 
Janet & Shelagh.  
 
Check Facebook (Kirkmichael Hall users) for more details of both events. 

NORTH CARRICK COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  
Please submit all articles, events, news updates to:  

newsletter@nccbc.org.uk

Please support our advertisers by using their services

mailto:info@centralbarkayrshire.com
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Kirkoswald, Maidens and Turnberry  
Hall Hire scheme – hall rental for groups ......£4,000.00  
Kirkoswald Reading Room –  
operational costs ...........................................£1,000.00  
Carrick Coastal rowing club –  
equipment purchases ....................................£5,000.00  
Maidens and Kirkoswald Community Associations – 
running costs .................................................£4,000.00  
Maidens Primary – play equipment...............£5,000.00  
Maidens shore front path ............................£10,000.00  
Signage for paths ..........................................£1,000.00  
 
Crosshill  
Crosshill Crafters - postbox toppers.................£100.00  
Crosshill Guides - waterproofs ........................£200.00  
Sports and Social Club -equipment .................£300.00  
CA - Rent payments for various groups...........£600.00  
Crosshill CA - Table storage.............................£491.68  
Paint for Cosy spaces ......................................£211.06  
Painter for Cosy spaces ...................................£450.00  
Stage for CA - to be stored at school............£2,273.95  
Large outdoor shed .......................................£1,850.00  
Stage lights.......................................................£699.98  
Bouncy castle transporter ................................£621.60  
Church - storage for community lunches .........£900.00  
 
Maybole  
Christmas Outdoor event ..............................£4,183.00  
Marquee at Gala ..............................................£906.36  
5 Fundraising tribute nights.......................... £7,150.64  
Repairs to Duncan Tiles ................................£1,944.00  
Planting orchard - 1st Phase.........................£2,216.00  
Install benches ..............................................£2,000.00  
Contribution to School Panto ........................£1,600.00  
 
Straiton  
CPF Panel expenses..........................................£80.00 
Environmental Group - strimming and  
planting of bulbs ...............................................£644.55  
Dog poo bags.....................................................£40.14  
Young Smashers - Hoodies for badminton club .£200.00  

Village Co-operative - shop extension plans/  
warrants/ toilet maintenance .........................£2,221.10  
McCandlish Hall - kitchen .............................£3,429.00 
Shop Counter ................................................£2,350.00  
Primary School - outdoor equipment ...............£787.00  
 
Minishant  
Architect fees - technical drawings/architectural  
development for community building.............£5,000.00  
Landscape and ecology work to back up proposals  
for Eco walk and Community Building ..........£2,500.00  
Play equipment..............................................£2,500.00  
 
Dunure  
Dunure Harbour Committee - ramp and  
pathways to toilet ..........................................£2,000.00  
Fisherton Parent Council - Play/PE equip.....£1,550.60  
Dunure Youth Group - activity trips ...............£2,000.00  
Dunure coastal rowing - safety equipment  
and towards making the trailer for the boat  
user -friendly..................................................£2,000.00  
Dunure and Fisherton villages -  
Hall fees for groups .......................................£2,000.00  
 
Kirkmichael  
Bridge Club – cards & equipment ....................£183.93  
Bowling Club – tree surgery to boundary.........£840.00  
Cinema Club – Fixtures for cinema..................£449.68  
Carpet Bowls club - replacement bowls...........£480.00  
History Group - Recording costs [50%]...........1,390.00  
Karate club - Matting for hall ............................£991.66  
Community project worker [KADT] for CAT  
for McCosh ....................................................£5,011.60  
Gardening club ................................................£430.00  
Expenses [printing and meeting rooms]...........£138.00  

 
Find Out More!  
 
Contact your local NCCBC Director or 
admin@nccbc.org.uk to learn more about this  
Fund and how you can be involved. 

NCCBC Community-led Projects Fund  
 
Now into its 6th Round, this fund provides £10,000 to each of the 8 villages and £20,000 to Maybole.  
Local Panels in each community are responsible for publicising the fund, assessing applications and  
then putting proposals forward for approval by NCCBC. The following is a summary of how the funds  
were used in 2024/25. Hopefully, you have seen the benefit of these projects in your community over  
the past year and will see the new projects that will be implemented using CPF in 2025/26. 
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Are you looking for an affordable, comfortable and 
modern space to do some fundraising? Perhaps you 
want a space to teach an art class? Or maybe you are 
just looking for a place to work in peace? Then,  
The Gatherings in Maybole is the place to be! 
 
For only £115 per week, you can make use of this 
space for several different purposes. Day rates may 
be available. For more information or to book a slot, 
please email gatherings@nccbc.org.uk 
 
The Kings Foundation Decor 
Within The Gatherings, some of the fixtures and fit-
tings were created by students as part of the Kings 
Foundation in Dumfries House. The wooden ‘counter’ 
incorporates woven textile as a nod to Maybole’s 
weaving past and the lead work of the front windows 
contain a thread motif as a reminder that  
the shop was once a haberdashery. 
 
The tiles in the windows feature  
butterflies and plants that are found  
locally, and the bespoke handmade  
wallpaper frieze tells the story of  
Maybole High Street. Together, these  
fantastic decorative touches make  
The Gatherings a stunning venue  
for any purpose.  

Some examples of who have used The Gatherings... 
 
Maybole Makers had a successful week in December 
showcasing the talents of their members who were 
selling their homemade items. There was also a 
series of workshops for people to try a new craft.  
The makers will return at the end of March. 
 
The Jigsaw Swap has been on Wednesdays when 
there have been no bookings. The Jigsaw swap is 
also avaialble when the shop is booked and any  
purchases are given to the group in the shop during 
that particular week. 
 
North Ayrshire Girl Guides were in the shop for a 
one-day pop-up showing the versatility of booking the 
space. They had a very successful day in the shop 
raising much appreciated funds.

To find out 
who’s in the shop,  

visit their Facebook  
page   

www.facebook.com/NCCBC 
TheGatherings 

 
 

Only £115 per week,  
day rates may be available.  

 
Contact: 

 gatherings@nccbc.org.uk

The Gatherings

A flexible community 

space for everyone!
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St Oswald’s, Maybole 

Maybole Events 
Committee 
 
Maybole Events Committee are busy 
organising lots of fun things this year 
in preparation for Maybole Gala 2026. 
The schools have been given the flyers 
for the primary 7s to nominate themselves 
for Gala King, Queen or attendants and we 
will announce who has been chosen in the  
coming months. We are planning a fun day on 
Saturday 28th March in the Town Hall, so please 
save the date.  
 
We have purchased our own soft play that is  
available to hire if you are using the town hall for 
any parties etc. Lastly, we are always looking for 
new members/volunteers. If interested (or have  
any ideas of events you want to see from us)  
then drop us an email on  
mayboleeventscommittee@gmail.com

Author Event  
Liz Crumlish, Priest in 
Charge, will speak about 
her book Miriam’s Sisters, 
Deborah’s Daughters –  
all welcome – Sunday  
19 April, 2-3:30pm. 
Refreshments available

Maundy Thursday Service 
– Thursday 2 April, 7pm Easter 
Sunday – 5 April 11am 

Lent at St Oswald’s  
Lent Study Group –  
The Road to Gethsemane – People and places Jesus 
encountered on the way. Thursdays, 11:30-12:30, after 
midweek Eucharist (March 12,19, 26 Holy Week During 
Holy Week, (30 March – 3 April)  
 
Stations of the Cross will be available in the church, 
come along and spend some time in the quiet. 
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We are planning to have events throughout the 
year to celebrate, details to follow. Members  
looking forward to a varied number of events  
are always. These will be open to non-members 
but places might be limited. 
 
We will run an Information week at the 
Gatherings to keep you all up to date with our 
goings on, so you can come along and see the 
groups have a cup tea, as we did last 
September. 
 
Please Keep an eye on the Gatherings 
Facebook page for details. 
 
In Stitches is the MOF's Sewing Group  
We meet weekly at NCCBC HQ. We all work on 
our own projects but we pull together on projects 
for the community such as window cushions for 
the Gatherings and Bunting for the Gala. 
 
We all do patchwork and Quilting – we recently 
bought a Grace Cutie Quilting frame [with  
funding from NCCBC] this is designed for small 
space/small groups. And it is perfect for our 
needs.    
 
The Quilting frame, is fab we have all had a go 
and the more we play the more confidence we 
gain. We will be quilting full size quilts in no 
time. At the moment we are all still learning but 
we will be ready to show our achievements 
soon. We have been working together and have 
a plan to produce a banner of sorts for use  
at all our events promoting Maybole over 50's.

Maybole Over 50's  
will be celebrating  
its 10th anniversary 
this year in May 

I am a MOBILE foot health  
practitioner based in Maybole 

 
• Long nails 
• Corns 
• Calluses 
• Ingrown Toenails 
• Foot spa  
• Foot massage etc.

For a home visit call Roma  
01655 882383  

or  
07401 404 540

Roma Clark

e: rosemarysharp61@gmail.com 
Reg. SAC. H.DIP F.H.P
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“February brings the rain” could have applied to 
January, December and November when we  
experienced more than average rainfall.  
However, we missed the heavy snow and 
disruption of the northeast of Scotland, as 
well as the awful flooding in the south west 
of England so we are grateful for that.  
The drifts that we have are the beautiful 
snowdrops, of which there seems to be an 
abundance this year. Spring must be just 
round the corner!  
 
Christmas seems long past but is 
always a busy time for all. The school 
always seems to mark the beginning 
of the festive season with various 
activities, but even before these  
began the pupils, parents, staff and 
community also marked the end of an 
era when Julie Walker retired. To mark the occasion, 
and 28 years of service, there was a tea party and  
presentations to Julie in the McCandlish Hall.  
 
The post box was set up in the community shop and, 
for a donation, pupils, aided by parents, delivered 
Christmas cards within the community. As usual,  
there was the Christmas Show, followed by tea and 
cakes and the ever-popular raffle. Then there was 
community carol singing at the school, and the 
Christmas service. As you can see, a busy month  
for staff and pupils, before a well–earned break.  
 
The church was, as always, tastefully and beautifully 
decorated for the Christmas season, and we are 
grateful to the team which undertakes this task every 
year. As well as the normal Christmas service, the 
Watchnight service was also held in Straiton, when we 
welcomed fellow worshippers from the neighbouring 
villages. Gifts of toys are part of the spirit of giving  
and these were donated to the local Annbank charity 
The Night Before Christmas.  
 
After the church service, it was up the hill to the hall  
for a very welcome lunch catered by the McCandlish 
Hall committee. Hearty warming soups and a goodly 
array of sandwiches, followed by mince pies and 
shortbread was served at a very modest charge.  
And the raffle brought the proceedings to a fun-filled 
close. The hall continues its programme of winter 
activities and is available for private hire too.  
 
The Buck is proving to be very popular with hikers and 
bikers, as well as folk from the community. The weekly 
Sunday quiz meets there, and there is also a monthly  
quiz on the first Saturday of the month in the Black 
Bull.  

 
 
 

 
 

The guild had its AGM in December, followed by a 
delicious afternoon tea catered by The Dairy Corner  
in Maybole. Sam and Monica provided their usual 
scrumptious fare at modest cost. In January our 
speaker was our own Jim Kirk who needed no  
introduction. Jim showed lovely photos of a range of 
churches, both here and abroad, and spoke of how 
they influenced him and his faith.  
 
Numerous displays of lights around the village lit up 
the dreich, dark days of December. Not only did that 
cheer the spirits, but the clever, crafty elves had been 
at work again with visitors from the north pole in the 
shop window and visitors from the south pole adorning 
the post box. These brought forth smiles from  
everyone who saw and stopped to admire them. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your  
skills and effort.  
 
Candlemas Day, the second of February has now 
been and gone. Did you know that it marks the end  
of the Christmas season? For those of us who have 
always thought of 6th January as the date to take 
down the decorations perhaps we should have paid 
heed to the late queen, who left hers in place until  
the beginning of February. Certainly, the lights would 
cheer us on till we notice that the days are indeed 
becoming longer and brighter.  
 
And finally. Straiton now has a pétanque terrain. After 
a successful bid to SAC for funding work began a few 
weeks ago and is now completed. All we need now is 
the sunshine to enjoy the game! 

Straiton News
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ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY
Should you wish to advertise within the next edition of  
the North Carrick Community Newsletter please  
contact Shona McMahon at Evolution Designs Ltd:  
evolutiondesigns@sky.com or call 07753 111 038.   
RATES PER ISSUE  
1/8th page advert.....................................................£50 
1/4 page advert.........................................................£95 
1/2 page advert ......................................................£180 
Full Page advert.....................................................£250 
                                        *10% Discount for full year’s booking   
We print 4,500 magazines and distribute these through most doors 
throughout North Carrick, the newsletter is also available online 
which means your advert will be seen by a vast audience.  www.evolutiondesigns.org.uk

Bruce Square, Crosshill 

t: 07753 111 038  

designer of the  
North Carrick Community Newsletter 

Graphic design for leaflets, magazines, business cards, adverts

All your foot health needs in  
the comfort of your own home  
by a fully qualified foot health 
practitioner.

• Toenail Clipping 
• Corns • Calluses 
• Verrucas etc. 

All treatments include a massage  
with moisturising foot lotion.

For further information call 
Annie on: 07897 958 760

Feet First
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Easter Film Night at the Carrick 
Centre, Maybole.  Friday 3 April 7pm. 
All welcome, it is FREE.

Alpha Course starting the 30th of 
April, every Thursday for 11 weeks  
at the Carrick Centre, Maybole. 
6:30pm. Registration:  
kbecker@churchofscotland.org.uk

There are Church services every 
Sunday at Maybole 10:30am, 
Kirkoswald 11:15am & Crosshill 
noon. Good Friday services at 
same times. On Easter Sunday 
there will be an additional service at 
Maidens 9am.

The Guild held its  
Burns Supper in Crosshill.  A great turnout 
enjoyed a fantastic meal prepared by 
Margaret Murdoch and her team.  Angus 
Hamilton piped in the Haggis and Mary 
Baird addressed the Haggis. Mary Hogg 
recited Burns poetry and Davie Anderson 
provided the musical entertainment.  
A great night was had by all.

The Guild Daffodil Tea 
will be held in Crosshill 
church on Monday 16 

March at 7pm. 
Entertainment by 

Maybole Concert Party 
followed by a loverly tea 

£5. All welcome.

Rev Karlien Becker 
has started a Prayer 

Group meeting on the 
last Friday of every 

month at Maidens church 
hall 10:00 and at the 
Carrick Centre 15:00.  

 
All welcome.

Crosshill Community Lunches in the church at 
noon on the last Friday of the month.  Home 
made soup and pudding followed by tea or  
coffee £4.  All welcome. Future dates are  
27 February, 27 March, 24 April, 29 May,  

more dates to follow.

Kirkoswald Christmas Fayre was a  
great success raising £960 for church 
funds. Thank you to all who took tables,  
provided baking, helped on the day and came 
along to support this event. Great result. A big 
thank you to Sheila Dunlop for convening the 
event. The joint Carol Service held in Kirkoswald 
church in December, conducted by Rev Karlien 
Becker, was well attended.  The North Carrick 
Church Choir conducted by Kay Feldman 
accompanied by Deirdre Cuthbertson and 
Crossraguel Community Choir accompanied  
by Elizabeth Kelly performed during the service. 
There was a lighting of candles and dimming of 
lights creating a magical evening for everyone. 
A cup of tea was served in the hall.

North Carrick Parish Church of Scotland 
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Men’s Group has started in Maidens on the first Friday of the month at 10 am.  The first meeting was in 
February and those present were happy to meet up again on the 6th of March.  If you are interested in a 
blether away from the women, come along for a chat.

Kirk Wood, Kirkoswald Recover Ayr 
have offered to come along and do  
gardening work for us on eight 
Wednesdays in 2026.  This is double the 
visits they have previously made and this 
will allow a larger area of the wood to be 
maintained.  A lunch is served in the hall.

Crossraguel Community Choir started the 2026 
rehearsals on Wednesday 4 February at 7pm in 
Kirkoswald church hall. We meet every two weeks for 
one hour. New members welcome, no choir experi-
ence necessary. The family and friends concert held in 
December raised £250 for the Ayrshire Hospice.

Kirkoswald Community Lunches   
The Kirk Session decided to restart  
monthly Community Lunches on the  
gardening days at Kirk Wood. The 
February visit was well attended with  
members from Recover Ayr and 15 people 
joining them for the lunch.  Home made 
soup, filled roll and home made pudding 
followed by tea or coffee £5. Future dates 
are: 11 March, 6 May, 1 July, 2 September, 
7 October, 4 November and 2 December 
2026.
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Wishing all 
our readers 

and  
advertisers a

Kirkmichael Village History Group   
This group has been very busy with the following events.  
 
October 2025 – we acknowledged 40 years of ministry  
by Rev. W. G. Jones. This took the form of a showing of a 
personal interview held earlier in the year conducted by 
Noreen Lyon. We also enjoyed an excellent presentation  
by Gerald of Kirkmichael Parish Church. The minister was 
presented with an album put together by Veronica Bilson.  
 
November 2025 – Our Village Voices video was completed 
and shown to a capacity crowd in the McCosh Hall. This 
involved almost a year of interviewing village groups  
representing different age groups and interests in the  
village over a long period (93 years!). The videos were  
produced by Colin Hyslop and we are grateful to NCCBC 
and Community Partnership funding of this project.  
These videos are available on You Tube and QR codes  
will be available for ease of access.  
 
December 2025 – our event in December took the form of 
‘singing round the piano’ with Gerald Bacon keeping us in 
tune, nearly! We are grateful to Richard Lyon on fiddle and 
Isi Nimmo who directed operations, had excellent visuals 
and luckily, the words! 
 
Unfortunately, our founder member, Veronica Bilson has 
had to step down from our group due to many other  
personal demands. She has contributed so much to 
research and presentations for many projects. My personal 
thanks for this contribution to our village History group.  
 
Can I also take this  
opportunity to thank  
many people behind the 
scenes who are continuing 
 their work on cataloguing 
and filing our archives  
and resources.  
 
However, we do need 
more assistance, in  
different roles, if we are to 
continue to produce these 
enjoyable events. Please 
contact me if you wish to 
assist in any way.  

 

Thank you – Noreen Lyon, 
noreeneel@icloud.com.  
Facebook – Kirkmichael village History group.
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The Christmas tree lights at the Summer 
Church in Maidens were switched on with a 
group of local children and coordinated with 
the Christmas Fayre being held and hosted by 
Maidens Primary School The Christmas Tree 
was funded by NCCBC and Kirkoswald, 
Maidens and Turnberry Development Trust who 
facilitate it. It takes pride of place in the garden 
at the front of the summer church. The school 
event was well attended and enjoyed by all.

Lighting up Maidens with the Primary School Christmas Fayre

Coastal Rowing Club in Maidens hosted the first Autumn mini regatta at Loch 
Ken in mid November. It was a wonderful sunny and chilly Sunday morning, 
and Carrick were joined by clubs from Dunure, Ayr Renegade, Stranraer,  
Loch Doon, Portpatrick, 
and Firth of Clyde who 
rowed 13 km in perfect 
non tidal, waved water. 
The event was enjoyed  
by all.

Inaugural 

Autumn 

Rowing 

Event at 

Loch Ken



What's Up @ St.Cuthbert's 
Primary School 
 
It’s been a whirlwind of fun and festive cheer at St Cuthbert’s Primary! Our  
pupils and staff have been buzzing with activity, and Christmas 2025 certainly 
didn’t disappoint. We loved spreading joy throughout the community with visits to 
Crosne Street and Fairknowe — and just when we thought the celebrations couldn’t 
get any better, a very special VIP dropped by. Yes… Santa himself surprised us at 
our School Christmas Party! Our P1/2/3 Nativity was a heart‑melting highlight, 
made even more magical by hosting it in our Church. Meanwhile, the P4/5/6/7 
superstars dazzled us all with their spectacular performance of Cinderella. Huge 
thanks to Hazel, Deirdre and Alec for generously giving up their time to help bring 
the show to life. We also had a brilliant day out at the Gaiety Theatre to see 
Aladdie — and a big shout‑out to our Parent Council for treating everyone to 
delicious ice‑cream.  
A special moment saw our House Captains proudly representing the school 
alongside Mrs HT at the local Holocaust Memorial Service. They showed  
maturity, respect and leadership, and we are incredibly proud of them. We also 
managed to squeeze in a brilliant dance show, along with lots of hands‑on  

learning in numeracy and 
literacy — proving once 
again that our pupils  
can do it all!  
With weekly swimming 
lessons underway and 
the Community Garden 
calling us back soon, 
we’re already excited for 
all the bright and busy 
Spring events ahead.
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Dear Residents 
and Friends of 
Dunure 
 
We are writing to share the exciting vision for  
the future of our village. As many of you know, 
Dunure is home to some of Scotland’s most  
beautiful coastal history, from the working  
harbour to the ancient seat of the Kennedys.  
 
To ensure these treasures are preserved and  
made more accessible for generations to come,  
an ambitious application to the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund (NLHF) has been submitted and is 
under consideration for funding. We are incredibly 
proud to announce that this bid is being driven by a 
strong, unified partnership between Dynamic Dunure 
and South Ayrshire Council.  
 
This collaboration ensures we have both the  
grassroots passion of the residents and volunteers 
alongside the structural support needed to make this 
project a reality and a truly collaborative village vision.  
This project has not been developed in isolation; it is 
the result of deep, ongoing collaboration across our 
community. Dynamic Dunure proudly represents the 
collective voice of the village, bringing together the 
insight, needs, and hard work of the following local 
voluntary groups: Dunure & Fisherton Community 
Council, Dunure Harbour Association Committee, 
Dunure Youth Club, Dunure Coastal Rowing and 
Watersports Club, Fisherton Church, Fisherton 
Primary Parents Association and  Kennedy Hall  
& Park Association. 
 
Every single one of these organisations has had a 
direct impact on developing the vision and shaping 
this submission. It is a plan built by the village, for  
the village. Crucially, this application is directly guided 
by the priorities set out in the NCCBC Foundation  
for Recovery document, ensuring that our efforts  
contribute meaningfully to the wider regeneration  
and resilience of North Carrick. Here is an overview  
of why this project is so vital for Dunure right now.  
 
Our village’s identity is deeply intertwined with its  
historic environment, but these assets are facing 
increasing pressures. The Harbour Light Tower, a  
beacon of our rich fishing history, is suffering from 
severe coastal weathering and without immediate, 
sympathetic restoration using traditional masonry 
skills, we risk losing a physical cornerstone of our 
maritime heritage.  
 
The representative from the NLHF commented that 
“Dunure has more heritage per m2 than any site he 

had ever visited in his career” 
Currently, the story of Dunure is 
physically disjointed. Our village 
boasts an incredible trail of  
landmarks: the Harbour, the  
historic limekilns, the Kennedy  
Hall (which holds a fascinating  
connection to the renowned  
architect and artist Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh, who visited and  
painted here), the striking dovecote 
(doocot), and the dramatic ruins of 

Dunure Castle. All of these belong to the same  
historical narrative, yet visitors and locals alike  
struggle to navigate safely between them. We have  
an opportunity to tell the complete story of our village, 
by linking these sites, we will introduce a cohesive, 
unobtrusive interpretation boards that honour the  
legacy of the local fishing community, our unique 
architectural visitors, and the historical significance  
of the Firth of Clyde.  
 
This project is about much more than preserving 
stones; it is about serving the people who live here 
today. Currently, moving between the harbour area 
and Kennedy Park involves navigating uneven, often 
muddy terrain or sharing narrow roads with traffic.  
The proposed environmentally friendly footpath and 
new pedestrian bridge will create a seamless, safe 
route with stunning viewpoints and seating areas on 
the new bridge.  
 
This continuous path will guide walkers on a journey 
from the harbour, winding past the limekilns and 
Kennedy Hall before safely bridging over into the 
green expanse of Kennedy Park with the castle,  
dovecote, butterfly garden, world renowned labyrinth 
and the Helm heritage and community centre.  
 
By providing a safe, traffic-free walking route  
connecting the shoreline to Kennedy Park, we are 
directly encouraging outdoor recreation, physical  
activity, and mental wellbeing for all age groups. A 
connected, accessible, and well-maintained heritage 
destination will encourage visitors to stay longer and 
explore further, driving vital footfall to local businesses 
sustainably.  
 
Our heritage isn't just in our buildings; it is in the  
stunning natural environment that surrounds us, this 
project will seamlessly tie into the great volunteer 
work already carried out by the Ayrshire Coastal Path 
organisation. By improving the local infrastructure, we 
will enhance the experience for walkers and secure 
Dunure’s place as a premier, accessible stop on this 
spectacular national route. Alongside the physical 
paths, we are deeply committed to the environmental 
improvement of our coastal areas. The new routes  
will integrate beautifully with our unique community 
labyrinth and support the creation of our proposed 
butterfly garden. 
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As many of you know, there is 
another ambitious, long-term project 
happening in the village: the creation 
of The Helm—a multi-purpose community 
building planned for Kennedy Park that  
will act as a central hub and focal point  
for Dunure.  
 
With the financial commitment of South Ayrshire 
Council providing over 2 million pounds for the project, 
bridge and associated works, this is a once in a  
lifetime opportunity to secure the future of Dunure for 
generations to come. With the recent closure of 
Fisherton Church, and with Kennedy Hall becoming 
increasingly outdated for modern needs, our village  
is in real need of a dedicated gathering space.  
 
The Helm will fill this gap, providing a modern,  
inclusive environment that all cohorts and groups  
within the village can use for meetings and activities 
well into the future. Unlike our older facilities, The 
Helm will feature new, dedicated parking and fully 
accessible entry for everyone. Furthermore, it will be  
a beacon for our environmental goals, designed to  
be highly sustainable and powered by renewable  
technology. Beyond daily community use, The Helm 
will be available for all types of community events  
and private hire—including birthdays, weddings,  
and celebrations. Guests will be able to enjoy  
breathtaking, panoramic views overlooking Dunure 
Castle, the Isle of Arran, the community labyrinth,  
and our spectacular coastline.  
 
While the physical construction of The Helm is a  
separate project sitting outside of this specific NLHF 
bid, our heritage application is designed to directly 
support it. Our total application to the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund is for just under £900,000. Within that, 
we are specifically asking for £40,000 to be allocated 
for heritage implementation within The Helm. This 
ensures that once our new community hub is built, it 

will be fully equipped with high-quality, 
engaging heritage displays and educational 

resources that celebrate Dunure's story. This 
NLHF application is explicitly designed to deliver on 

the core objectives outlined in the NCCBC Foundation 
for Recovery document: By using our unique historical 
assets as catalysts for local economic and social 
renewal to connect the heritage and community via 
Kennedy Park to the harbour creates a unified village 
campus where community events, recreation, and  
heritage appreciation can thrive together. This  
proposed infrastructure promotes active,  
walking-based tourism that respects the peaceful 
character of Dunure while fulfilling the NCCBC’s  
goal of sustainable local economic growth. A project  
of this scale requires incredible financial and  
community commitment.  
 
We want to take a moment to express our deepest 
gratitude to the local organisations within Dunure.  
A significant proportion of the upfront funding required 
to develop this NLHF proposal has been generously 
loaned to Dynamic Dunure by our local groups. We 
recognise and greatly appreciate the sacrifice this 
entails. We know that many of these organisations 
have had to put their own planned events and  
initiatives on hold to make this unified village vision 
possible. To ensure we can repay these generous 
loans and support the groups that make our village  
so vibrant, Dynamic Dunure will be hosting a series  
of fundraising events later this year, the group has 
also set up a Just Giving page for online donations. 
We look forward to sharing those dates with you soon 
and hope to see the whole village come out to support 
them We are incredibly excited about the potential of 
this project to breathe new life into our historic village 
while keeping its unique, peaceful character intact.  
 
 
We will keep you updated as the application  
progresses. 




